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S D M S Document I D

D R A F T 2006917
S u m m a r y o f ATSDR/EPA con f e r enc e c a l l 8 / 2 3 / 9 9 : [no t e: N e x t c on f er ence cal l i ss c h e d u l e d on 8 /26/99 f r o m 9:30 to 10:30 MST. Loui se S m a r t f r o m CDR w i l l
f a c i l i t a t e . )
Discussion on 8/23 r e g a r d i n g the H e a l t h Team:
A T S D R uses t h e H e a l t h T e a m ( H T ) a s a mechani sm f o r c o n d u c t i n g t h e i ra c t i v i t i e s r e g a r d i n g t h e i r work on the s i te . For ERA it i s i m p o r t a n t that H e a l t hT e a m a c t i v i t i e s a r e shared with t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p (WG) and that W o r k i n gG r o u p members a r e i n c l u d e d i n H e a l t h T e a m m e e t i n g s / c o n f e r e n c e c a l l s . I n t e r i md e c i s i o n s and c o m m i t m e n t s , as a r e s u l t of t h i s c o n f e r e n c e c a l l , i n c l u d e :
a The HT i s an i n f o r m a l g r o u p and w i l l c ont inue to meet ou t s i d e WG m e e t i n g

t ime s , as neededa A l l W G members ( e x c e p t A S A R C O ) a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e H T ; A S A R C O ( J o y c eTsuj i) w i l l be i n c l u d e d when members of the HT d e l i b e r a t e on t e chn i ca l issuesQ The t ime and ag enda for u p c o m i n g HT m e e t i n g s w i l l be announced at thep r i o r WG meet ing. For a l l ad ho c HT meet ings , . . . All WG members ( e x c e p tA S A R C O ) w i l l b e n o t i f i e d b y e - m a i l , b y A T S D R , o f a l l H T c o n f e r e n c e c a l l s a n dmeet ingsa Each HT mee t ing w i l l be summarized at the f o l l o w i n g WG m e e t i n ga The ERA p o i n t person to be n o t i f i e d by ATSDR w i l l be Bonnie, who w i l lencourage the a p p r o p r i a t e ERA s t a f f person to p a r t i c i p a t e in the HT mee t ingor c o n f e r e n c e ca l l
The t o p i c s f o r t h e 8/26 c o n f e r e n c e c a l l a r e
1. when and how ATSDR w i l l s o l i c i t comment and i n p u t f r o m EPA and2. what ATSDR work w i l l be put in wr i t t en d r a f t (which migh t i n c l u d ed i s cu s s i on p a p e r s , process no t e s?) p r i o r to interim dec i s i ons beingmade

It i s cr i t i cal to EPA that ATSDR's p r o c e s s / w o r k be open and a v a i l a b l e to EPA for
i n p u t p r i o r to f i n a l d e c i s i on s b e i n g put ou t in d r a f t . EPA also b e l i eve s that wri t t enc ommuni ca t i on s assure that all WG members get the same i n f o r m a t i o n at thesame time ( l e s s e n i n g the p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o n f u s i o n or m i s p e r c e p t i o n s , e n c o u r a g i n gcons i s t ency of proces s).
ATSDR has concerns about p u t t i n g out f o r m a l documents for review, e s p e c i a l l ywhen other d iv i s i on s of the agency may be invo lv ed . David would p r e f e r to havei n f o r m a l exchanges between ATSDR and E P A , t h o u g h he i s w i l l i n g t o makenotes of those exchanges , as d i s c u s s i o n document s . David is c ommi t t ed tos u b m i t t i n g d r a f t s f or comments b e f o r e a f i n a l d e c i s i o n i s made, bu t NOT to
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e x c h a n g i n g notes on the de c i s i on making proce s s , the mechanisms he is u s ingf o r making dec i s ions .
Both agencies agree to c on s ider each other s ' in t e r e s t s r e g a r d i n g these t o p i c sbetween 8/23 and 8 / 2 6 — a n d w i l l try to come up wi th a j o i n t l y a c c e p t a b l e protoco lon 8/26.


